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A Thoughtful Faith . ..

As | complete three years of friendship among you, |
thought I would take a moment to reflect on that journey
with you. Early on, we recognized that growth - was
esserntial. It was essential if we were to have a hopeful

" future. More importantly, it was essential if we were to fulfill
the great commission. It is remarkable that with the
initiatives we have put in place, 189 persons joined First
Baptist with 50 of them by baptism. In this month alone, we
had 14 join First Baptist. What makes this extraordinary is
that this happened without meaningful demographic
changes.in our community.

We have continued to strengthen the opportunities for |

. ministry such as the Connexion Service, the Coffee House,
Upward Basketball, a home for the Chapel service, small
group Bible studies, Stephen Ministry, and the Heritage
Builders Bunch. Before us is one of our more challenging
goals—to get the Family Life Building open for ministry
within the church and oriented, ultimately, as an outreach
to the community. There will be significant issues of
scheduling and staffing. In my conversations with the
Associate Minister to Students and Recreation search
team, they have indicated that they are close to proposing
" acandidate to the church. Four of our youth have also met
this person and are excited about what he and. his family
might bring to our ministry to students. Such a staff position
will fill an.important gap in our overall program as one who
not only cultivates relationships with youth, but who also
enables our Recreation mrnrstry to have strong staff
leadership.

For me, the greatest gift has been a new wave of _

- enthusiasm about what we are doing as a church. It is
interesting that the word enthusiasm means “in God”
suggesting the idea of being breathed into by God. The
whole counsel of Scripture indicates that when God
indwells us,-there is a source of joy in our living and a
sense of direction as we are blown by the divine wind of
God to new ministries, people, and goals. Many folks have
found their niches and.bring genuine excitement as they
see God at work in people’s lives.

" There are always growing pains as we all have to
rearrange what we do and what we think, but as we
witness what our faith has come to mean to our young
people and hew members and as we realize what First
Baptist means to these people, we cannot help but see
God at work and rejoice in it.

Certainly as a pastor, I continue toreflect deeply about
those persons in our congregation who have been beset by
. debilitating ilinesses. Also over the past three years, death
has invaded our home and around 75 remarkable
Christians have passed from this life into God’s kingdom.
The bitter and the sweet are an enduring part of life and of
ministry. But whether we are in this life or in God'’s

presence, the love which bound us to one another still
holds us together. *

You are in good-hands over the next five weeks with an
excellent ministerial staff, a wonderful group of our lay
leadership, and the great friendship of Bruce Morgan, our
pastor emeritus. | pray that the love and respect of people
in this community for Bruce and Emma will result in many
folks returning to First Baptist to reconnect and remember
the sacred moments when friendship and faith merged to
create deep memories and connections between people.
Remember to reach.out to these folks and once again offer
your welcome and love.

Some have wondered what | will be doing. As strange as it
seems, | will be attending language school to stretch my
mind. Some of you know that | have an insatiable desire to
learn new things. The study of language is one of those
things: | work atin order to develop my mind and hopefully
keep my mind aglle

Finally, there is a strong chance that the Search Team for
an additional minister.in the area of Students will be
recommending a new staff member while | am away. | have
great confidence in the team that has been assembled.
Whenever you have the chairs of deacons, finance, and
personnel all together on a team, you have some pretty
remarkable leadership with a good understanding of what
we need. Added to them are representatives from parents,
youth, and youth leaders. Let me remind you of some of
the values of selecting a person to serve on staff at a
church. All staff members have strengths and weaknesses;
areas of giftedness and areas where further development js
needed. The most important quality to look for is a person
who brings the unique skill set that a church needs in that
area. What we need at this hour is a person with
experience who has a.proven record of developing a good
youth ministry, a clear ability to connect with youth, and-a
view of the life of faith consistent with a Moderate Baptist
Congregation like ours. Our ministry is poised to accelerate
as we add to our wonderful staff a person who has strong
passion for helping our youth navigate the complex
challenges of their world. Such a person is able to develop
the relationships required to energize our own youth,
disciplining them, and giving them the desire to call others
to experience the life of faith at First Baptist. From all |
hear, the Search Team has found an excellent fit. Keep
them in your prayers and listen to their story of God’s
gurdance

Love like Jesus loves. Listen Irke God listens. Welcome the
Spirit's Guidance. Care for one another. Honor your
leaders. And, the God of peace will fill you with every good
blessing.

Dr. William L. Hardee
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An Opportunity to Show Gratitude . . .

Occasionally, we are given the opportunity to support a
worthy cause that will bless our friends.

There has been a fund set up at First National Bank to
assist the Hammock family in providing sitters who will
provide additional support to Charles Hammock in
these coming weeks and months.

The leadership of First Baptist has volunteered our
Church to receive monetary gifts and deposit them in
this fund.

Do NOT make out checks to First Baptist. First
Baptist cannot give contribution credit. Gifts will not be
reflected on your giving statement.

Make your check out to the “Hammock Benevolent
Fund.” You may mail them into the church, put them in
an offering plate, or drop them by the church office.

Our Business Manager will make certain that these
checks are deposited in the correct account at First
National Bank of Griffin.

Any remaining funds that might be left in the account
when it is no longer needed will be given to a couple of
the Charities to which Charles Hammock has given so
much of his life.

VITAL SIGNS | January 29, 2012

ATTENDANCE

Sunday School 456

Worship Attendance 604

CONTRIBUTIONS

Budget $ 1,320,000.00
Needed Weekly $ 24,906.00
Received Budget (01/29/12) $ 13,946.00
Needed in 5 Weeks $ 124,530.00
Received in 5 Weeks $ 102,372.00
Below Requirement to date $ 22,158.00

Christian sympathy is expressed to . . .

Wayne and Susan Crawford in the passing of his
father, James “Jimmy” H. Crawford, Jr. of Griffin

Dr. Bruce Morgan returns to the
pulpit for five Sundays beginning
February 5 and leading up to our 171"
anniversary on March 4.

8:45 a.m.
Chapel Service

11:00 a.m.
(elebration Service

Join us as we celebrate the rich ways the
witness of ministers and iriends has
enabled God’s Kingdom to bless S0 many in
our community throughout the years.

Cindy and John Plageman in the passing of her father,
Rudy Hayes; and to Parker, Scott and Walker in the
passing of their grandfather.

FROM THE PRAYER TEAM

“...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)

FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Ministry Team Leaders are reminded to submit to
Brian McCartney or the church office your updated
list of team members for 2012. The committee needs
these lists by February 5 so that we can publish a
complete list of teams.

OUTDATED LITERATURE

Classes are reminded that we recycle all outdated
literature. Any old literature in your classrooms should be
brought to the Records Room in the Welcome Center.
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DORCAS MINISTRY TEAM

The Dorcas Ministry Team will
meet on Wednesday,

v February 8, at 3:00 p.m. in

. ,—»@9{% Common Grounds. Needle

sle=SHyvorkers of all ages are welcome!

FEBRUARY SENIOR ADULT TRIP POSTPONED

The XYZ Travel Group, open to everyone, will now
travel on March 1 to Atlanta to view the Cyclorama in
Grant Park, have lunch at Mary Mac’s Tea Room, and PASTOR'’S BIBLE STUDY

visit the Road to Tara Museum in Jonesboro on the way | \while Dr. Hardee is away on sabbatical we will

back to Griffin. Total cost of this trip is $19 plus lunch. take a break from his overview of the New
Reservations may be made at the February 14 XYZ Testament to focus on one particu|ar New
meeting or by contacting Brian McCartney. Testament book — Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

Brian McCartney will lead these four studies on
e February 8, 15, 29, and March 7, focusing on one
of his favorite passages in each of the four
chapters of Philippians. Brian invites adults not
involved in other Wednesday activities between
6:00-6:50 p.m. to join in this study in the Family Life
Building Auditorium.

Women on Mission will meet Tuesday,
February 7, in the Family Life Building. The
Ragan-McElroy group will meet at 11:00 a.m.
in the Hospitality Room.

Carolyn Byrd, Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
Board Chair, will speak at 11:30 a.m.
Her presentation will update those attending
of this ministry’s outreach. Everyone
is welcome.

XYZ MINISTRY

James Johnston and Jimmy Estes reminds all
senior adults (age not specified) of the February 14
XYZ Meeting at 11:30 a.m. Please make
reservations by noon on February 13, and come
dressed in red and white as we celebrate
Valentine’s Day in special ways. Come early to
enjoy a cup of coffee and a chance to visit with one
another before the program begins at 11:30 a.m.
Menu is Roast Beef, Smashed Potatoes, Green
Bean Almandine, Congealed Salad, Rolls and
Strawberry Shortcake. Remember to invite friends
to come with you!

Lunch will follow the meeting. The menu
includes baked chicken, green bean
casserole, sliced carrots, creamed potatoes,
rolls and apple cobbler.

The cost of lunch is $4, payable at the door.
Please make lunch reservations in your
Sunday School class on Sunday or by
calling the church office before noon on
Monday, February 6.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

Men of all ages are invited to Oak Hill Baptist
Church for the Community Prayer and Praise
Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 7.
Cost is $3 per person, payable at the door.

women
on

BOOK DISCUSSION

If you need Sabbath rest, be sure to participate in
the Thursday, February 16, Book Discussion Group
in the Church Library at 7:00 p.m. Copies of
Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in our
Busy Lives are available for purchase in the library.

e e e
e
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A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE SEARCH TEAM
FOR ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF YOUTH AND RECREATION

Dear Church Family,

| would like to update you on the process of calling an Associate Student and Recreation Minister.
This process began in December with the soliciting of resumes. Numerous resumes were sent to
First Baptist Church on behalf of prospective ministers through denominational and personal
references. The committee began meeting and reviewing resumes. Through the process of
looking for someone with experience and who was qualified to handle both positions of Youth and
Recreation, the field was narrowed to five candidates. As we began the contact process by phone
the field was narrowed down to three candidates due to various circumstances. The committee
conducted phone interviews with these three candidates and decided unanimously to pursue two
of them. Both candidates came to Griffin for face-to-face interviews. The committee included four
students from our Student Ministry during these interviews. At the end of this process the
committee decided that one of the candidates was a better fit and we pursued that candidate.

At this time the candidate has been contacted to verify his interest in serving at FBC. We will invite
the candidate and his family to First Baptist Church the weekend of February 11-12, 2012. On
Saturday evening the prospective minister will meet with students and their parents in the
gymnasium for a time of fun and fellowship. On Sunday, February 12, the candidate will be in the
gymnasium at 9:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. to meet members of our Congregation. Please stop by

to hear his story and get to know him better. He will also speak briefly in each of the worship
services to share a little more about himself.

The church will vote by written ballot at the end of all three services on February 12. If everything
goes well and we extend a call to the prospect and he accepts, he will begin fulltime at our church
on Sunday, March 4, 2012.

Thank you so much for your prayers during this process. Our committee is excited to present this
candidate to our congregation. We believe that he will be a great fit to the ministry here at First
Baptist Church and a great addition to our current ministerial staff.

Sincerely,

Laura Guinade
Chair of Associate Student and Recreation Minister Search Committee

Gary Alexander Youth Representatives
Pete Baldwin Georganna Alexander
Steve Brown Faith Brooks

Hambric Brooks Casey Hardwick
Wayne Graddy John Wesley

Grady Pierce

Rhonda Pierce
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEEKDAY EDUCATION

Registration for the 2012-2013 school year
begins on Wednesday, February 1.

Registration form available in the
Weekday Office or at www.fbcgriffin.org.

For more information, call 770-228-7880
or email Diane Lamb, Director, at dianelamb@fbcgriffin.org

|
|
l
|
\l Age 2 years — Kindergarten
[
|
\
l

) uper Bowl Party

(FBC Auditorium) n

SUPER Vi ¢ ’ '}’;}
Sunday February 5

Football * Food * Fun Family Activities

6:00 p.m.
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S.H RUSH WEEKEND 2812

AT THE ROCK RANC

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL $39
REGULAR PRICE $49
A2 , 3 CONFERENCE
HOST: THE SKIT GUYS - WORSHIP: KRISTIAN STANFILL
SPEAKERS: TONY NOLAN, MARC PRITCHETT

PRICE
PAINTBALL -

|G (OVIDED @NIS? :
INCREDIBLE 11 | DISPLAY

dditi t !
T Watchforupco e oon EVERY | HING

1.866.991.RUSH WWW.RUSHMINISTRIES.COM

Lunch with First Baptist Friends
Sunday., February 3

MARBGOS! Join us for lunch
MEDITERRANEAN Griffin. Bring your family

CUISINE and enjoy lunch and fellowship
with old friends and new!

(Meals are dutch treat.) g[ag AnIhVel”Sal’y

Dr. Bill Hardee
Senior Pastor
February 1, 2009

UPWARD BASKETBALL GAMES SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
First Baptist Church — Court 1

TIME DIVISION TEAMS
9:00 a.m. K5 Cavaliers vs. Hornets
10:00 a.m. Ist & 2nd Grade Boys Lakers vs. Magic
11:00 a.m. 4th-6th Grade Girls Lady Bulls vs. Lady Hawks WedngfldayerN 4 ht
First Baptist Church — Court 2 PP
TIME DIVISION TEAMS February 1
9:00 a.m. 1st-3rd Grade Girls Lady Hornets vs. Lady Jazz Baked Pork Loin,

) - Creamed Potatoes,
10:00 a.m. Ist & 2nd Grade Boys Mavericks vs. Raptors Green Beans,
11:00 a.m. 4th-6th Grade Girls Lady Heat vs. Lady Storm Sliced Carrots, Rolls,

- Cherry Cobbler
Second Baptist Church — Full Court

TIME DIVISION TEAMS February 8

9:00 a.m. 3rd & 4th Grade Boys Blazers vs. Clippers Turkey Pot Pie, Corn,
. Broccoli Salad, Rolls

10:00 a.m. 3 4th B Hawks vs. ’ ’

a.m rd & 4th Grade Boys awks vs. Wizards Strawberry Shortcake
11:00 a.m. 5th & 6th Grade Boys Bulls vs. Celtics

12:00 p.m. 5th & 6th Grade Boys Heat vs. Spurs
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SERVING SUNDAY February 5
If you've traded dates to serve, please remind the individual you traded with.

Deacons— James Johnston, Ronnie Hopkins, Harry Kierbow,

Gary Kingsley, Gil Landry

Intercessors— Sandra Landry, Joyce McCartney

Common Grounds— Billy’s Team: Rhonda Pierce, Kristin Jones,
Liz Jester, Alice Young

Extended Teaching Care 11:00 a.m.

Babies—Sheron Pilcher, Joan Perdue

Walkers—Ashley and Ben Trotter

Twos—Carol Potter, Ginger Clark

Threes—Lori and Justin Carroll

Youth Mentor—Vinnetress Ellis

Greeters

8:45 am Chapel Service-Butch Sutton, Brenda and Ed Bistany
9:45 am Sunday School-Fred Edwards, Bobby Goolsby, Robert Hale
11:00 am Celebration Service—Angela and Jeff Rooks, Janice Boyd,
Belinda Shaw, Beth Joiner

11:00 am Connexion Service—Tammy and Mike Thompson,

Penny Gaissert, Jennifer Key

Library— Evans Millican

OB
A

LN

MINISTERS ON CALL

January 31-February 6

Hambric Brooks

February 7-13
Marty Watts

If you have an emergency after
hours and need to contact a
minister, please call 678-572-3962.

Worship Broadcasts can be found on
Comcast Cable Channel 25
(11:00 am and 10:00 pm) and at
WKEU 88.9 FM (11:00 am)

For a detailed listing of calendar events,
please visit the church website at

www.fbcgriffin.org

Transportation— Call Tony Powell at 770-227-2874

THIS WEEK at FBC | February 5 — February 11

Sunday, February 5 11:004l:15p Women on Mission Meeting 7:008:00p Student Worship/Small
8:459:30a Chapel Worship and Luncheon Groups
9:009:45a Orchestra Rehearsal 12:001:30p Total Body Workout Session 7:008:15p Sanctuary Choir
9:0011:00a Common Grounds Open 1:003:00p Library Open 7:308:00p 0The Extra Mil ec
9:1510:55a Library Open 3:306:00p Total Body Workout Session
9:4510:45a Sunday School 4:008:00p Upward Basketball Practice ggggsggv Febru+arv IgB dv Workout Sessi
10:4510:55a Deacon Prayer Time 4:305:30p Handbell Choir Rehearsal 9:0016'0(6)1 Sota oay orNc|>ut ession -
11:00e12:00p  Celebration Worship in 5:067:00p FLB Open to Members e 0-uha e l” ' d° ' . enos i
Sanctuary 6:007:00p Ladies Aerobics N 1208213:3% H?\/IBot'ywor out Session
11:00a12:00p  Connexion Worship in FLB  6:308:00p Stephen Ministry Supervision_->?:39P eeting _
12:0012:30p Library Open Meeting 3:306:00p Total Body Workout Session
6:0010:00p Super Bowl Party 7:009:00p Boy Scout Troop 2 ‘51:883:883 gfévaggeia;kﬁzﬂlbzgctuce
6:007:00p Student Praise Band Rehear%)’il)ednesdav. February 8 5:008:00p Weekday Holy Cow Night at
Monday, February 6 5:306:15a Fitness at First Griffin Dwarf House
5:306:15a Fitness at First 9:0010:00a Seni or Mends &00T:00e s s Ladies Aerobics
5:306:30a Total Body Workout Session 9:3611:00a Clothes Closet Workday 8:009:00p Mends Gym Night
8:3010:00a Benevolence Ministry 10:0010:30a Weekday Chapel .
8:3010:30a Clothes Closet Ministry 1:062:30p AA Meetir]g_ E_gggvl’s':ebruarvlz,lto ¢ First
9:0010:00a Senior Mends §G%:00r s s DorcasMinistry 5:0010:00. e S Menss Fi
12:061:30p Total Body Workout Session 5:066:00p Fellowship Supper gj0010j30a We Edl OL'rb T? nos !
3:306:00p Total Body Workout Session 5:067:00p Common Grounds 1:002:30 a A:(la\/l at)_/ lorary Time
6:007:00p Ladies Aerobics 6:006:45p Unity Youth Choir Hv2:50p de'e Ing | |
Tuesday. Feb . 6:007:00p Pastoros Bibl @040R gy Lydian Class Va
uesday, Fedruary 6:067:30p First Kids Club Saturda
208 i , ) N y. February 11
5:306:30a Total Body Workout Session 6:007:30p Financial Peace University  g.09a12:30p Common Grounds Open
;88?0088 I\S/Ie nos P R/Ia yer g(j@g@ﬂf f-as Library Open 9:00a12:30p Upward Basketball Games
: -0va entor enos ¥0e8:00F SS Foundation Board of Directorg ;. . ;
10:0011:30a Staff Meeting Meeting $1:00e2:00p Scrapbooking Class
First Baptist Church of Griffin Church Numbers Dr. Bill Hardee, Senior Pastar............ ext. 20

106 West Taylor Street
P. O. Box 908
Griffin, GA 30224

Church Office.....cooevvveeiiiininans 7702275517
Fax number.........cccoovvvvun..... 2704127873
Griffin School for the Arts...... 1702270775

Rev. Hambric Brooks, Associate .Pastext. 23
Rev. Denel James, Minister to Childrext. 22
Rev. Brian McCartney, Minister of Edegati2h

Pastorods St.udy7eRwaee RevaNarty@atis, Minister of Music..ext. 21
Weekday OFfiCe. ..o, 7702287880 Mrs. Diane Lamb, Weekday Director..ext. 28

Rev. Marty Watts, GSA Director........ ext. 21

www.fbegriffin.org
A Stephen Ministry Congregation



